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1 . ONLY 1 1 DAYS REMAIN UNTIL NEW VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT WILL BE 
INAUGURATED ON MARCH 12. WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WISE AT THIS TIME 
TO INVITE RENE TORRES BARRALT, AND TO EXTEND INVITATION EOR 
ANOTHER VENEZUELAN AT VENEZUELAN EXPENSE, TO ATTEND SEMINAR IN 
MAY, WELL AFTER NEW ADMINISTRATION WILL HAVE TAKEN OVER. THESE 
ARE MATTERS TO BE DECIDED UPON WITH NEW GOVERNMENT, AFTER IT HAS 
TAKEN OVER. 

2. WE CONCUR IN PRINCIPLE IN INVITING TORRES, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE 
MIXED FRF, LINGS ABOUT IT. TORRES IS HIGHLY-MOTIVATED SOCIAL AND 
RELIEF SPECIALIST, AND IS LIKELY TO CONTINUE AS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
OF FUNDASOCIAL. TWICE, HOWEVER, SINCE HIS DISASTER TRAINING IN 
UNITED STATES HE HAS APPROACHED US ON URGENT BASIS FOR DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE WHEN VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT WAS OBVIOUSLY CAPABLE OF 
DEALING WITH SITUATION. HE IS REASONABLE MAN AND ACCEPTED OUR 
POSITION THAT WE COULD NOT FAVORABLY RECOMMEND U.S. ASSISTANCE 
WHEN PROBLEM WAS MERELY ONE OF OBTAINING EXPEDITIOUS ALLOCATION 
OF FUNDS FROM APPROPRIATE VENEZUELAN MINISTRIES. DETERMINING 
FACTOR IN OUR CONCURRENCE IN PRINCIPLE IN HIS BEING INVITED 

IS DEPARTMENT'S VIEW THAT HIS PARTICIPATION IN PART OF SEMINAR 
WOULD BE OF SUBSTANTIAL BENEFIT TO SEMINAR AS WHOLE. 
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CHANGE OF ADMINISTRATION, HOWEVER, MIGHT 
ESTRANGE HIM FROM NEW ADMINISTRATION. 

3. INVITATION TO ANOTHER VENEZUELAN TO ATTEND AT VENEZUELAN 
EXPENSE IS EVEN MORE CLEARLY MATTER TO BE RAISED WITH NEW 
ADMINISTRATION. IF NEW ADMINISTRATION WISHES TO SEND QUALIFIED 
MAN FOR SUCH TRAINING AT ITS OWN EXPENSE, WE SHOULD SURELY 
PROVIDE IT. IT WOULD 

BE INAPPROPRIATE, HOWEVER, TO MAKE SUCH ARRANGEMENTS UNDER 
LAME-DUCK ADMINISTRATION IN ITS FINAL DAYS. 

4. IF DEPARTMENT APPROVES OUR RECOMMENDATION, WE ARE PREPARED 
TO CALL IN TORRES AND INFORM HIM THAT HE IS INVITED AT OUR 
EXPENSE AND ANOTHER VENEZUELAN WOULD BE WELCOME AT VENEZUELAN 
EXPENSE BUT IN BOTH INSTANCES ONLY AT REQUEST OF NEW ADMINIS- 
TRATION. WE ARE WILLING TO CALL TORRES IN NOW AND TELL HIM 

THIS, TO EXPEDITE DECISION, BUT WOULD MAKE CLEAR TO HIM THAT 
WE COULD TAKE ACTION ONLY AFTER NEW ADMINISTRATION COMES INTO 
POWER. 

MCCLINTOCK 
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